Chapter 9: Using Integrated Teaching Methods
Reflections on Teacher Practice 
Discussion Questions, Class Assignments, and Field Assignments
Reflection 9.2:  Cooperative Learning

Discussion Questions

1. What are the issues in this reflection?

2. Other than keeping students on task, what other keys are important to a successful cooperative learning experience?

3. What are the benefits derived from students working as a group?

4. Do you agree with the teacher that a working group should be no more than three?  Why or why not?

Class Assignment

Review the findings of research on learning and group size.  What does research say regarding optimal group size to carry out various functions?  Is optimal group size related to the assigned task of the group?  Is it best to have students with similar abilities and interests make up a group or mixed abilities and interest?  Why?

