Chapter 1: Establishing the Foundations for Teaching and Learning
Reflections on Teacher Practice 
Discussion Questions, Class Assignments, and Field Assignments
Reflection 1.2:  The Standards Movement

Discussion Questions

1. What are the issues in this reflection?
2. Why should one support or not support the establishment of a standards-based approach to teaching?

3. Does the establishment of standards result in higher student achievement?  Why or why not?

4. What types of professional development would teachers need to be effective in a standards-based classroom?

Class Assignment

The “standards movement” and academic accountability are on the national agenda.  What benefits and problems do you see associated with the standards movement and accountability at the grade level you expect to teach?

Field Assignment

Many states have established grade level standards or benchmarks that teachers and schools must meet.  Do the teachers and school at your field experience site have a set of state standards or benchmarks they must meet?  How do the teachers at the field experience site feel about meeting the state standards?  Does having to meet the state standards and benchmarks make teachers’ jobs easier or more difficult? 
