Chapter 1: Establishing the Foundations for Teaching and Learning
Reflections on Teacher Practice 
Discussion Questions, Class Assignments, and Field Assignments
Reflection 1.1:  Making Education Meaningful

Discussion Questions

1. What are the issues in this reflection?

2. What assertions are made about teaching by this teacher?  Do you agree with these assertions?  Why or why not?

3. What assertions are made about students by this teacher?  Do you agree with these assertions?  Why or why not?

4. How much should parents and families be involved in the education of students?  What about problem parents who are only involved to see that their child becomes the cheerleader or starts in a sport?  Should there be limits?

5. Should everyone from the community be welcome in the schools?  Who should be welcome and who shouldn’t be welcome?  Who should make the decision on who can be involved in the school and school activities?

Class Assignment

The Making Education Meaningful reflection suggests that students need a stable classroom/school environment and a chance to succeed.  How would you establish this stability and success at the grade level you expect to teach?

Field Assignment

The Making Education Meaningful reflection suggests that to make education meaningful requires a partnership between the teacher and/or school and students.  Does such a partnership exist at your field experience site?  Make a list of the things the teacher and/or school does to establish this partnership.  How are parents and the community involved in this partnership?

