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Graphic Organizers  
Graphic organizers are visual representations of knowledge, concepts, or ideas.  These charts, diagrams, and pictorial representations help students visualize concepts, organize data, and identify relationships between concepts and facts. They offer a pictorial way of constructing knowledge which often aids students in organizing, interpreting, and understanding their learning.
According to Jean Piaget’s schema theory, students construct their own knowledge by comparing new ideas with their existing knowledge base. They either assimilate incoming data into existing categories or create new categories. Graphic organizers are a way that students can visually represent the interconnections between their previous academic and personal experiences and new concepts. They help students convert and compress seemingly disjointed information into a structured, simple-to-read graphic display. 

Teachers use graphic organizers to introduce new concepts, to demonstrate the interrelatedness of information, and to provide a cognitive framework for new learning. Students develop their communication skills, improve their retention of new learning, and exercise their critical thinking and creativity skills by using graphic organizers to process new information and to demonstrate what they have learned. Furthermore, graphic organizers are known to help relieve learner boredom, enhance recall, provide motivation, create interest, clarify information, assist in organizing thoughts, and promote understanding.  Finally, graphic organizers are great for visual thinkers or those that need to practice their visual thinking.
We have provided several examples of common graphic organizers on the following pages. Other examples can be found at these Web sites:
· http://www.teachervision.fen.com/graphic-organizers/printable/6293.html
· www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer
· http://edhelper.com/teachers/graphic_organizers.htm
POINTS TO PONDER
1. Which graphic organizers would be the most effective for the grade level you plan to teach? Describe one way you could use a graphic organizer to teach a topic. 
2. Study the graphic organizers on the following pages. Which ones have you used in school? Provide an example. 
3. Browse the Internet to discover a new graphic organizer. Visually represent what you’ve learned in Chapter 9 using this new organizer. Be ready to share. 
Sunshine Wheel

Students clarify concepts through the brainstorming process.  







The Web

Students clarify relationships among concepts.  The web demonstrates the way in which objects or concepts are connected. Note that the web is actually a collection of related sunshine wheels.







K-W-L Chart
Students identify everything they think they know about the topic (Know).

Students list what they want to learn about the topic (Want to learn).

After reading, students report what they have learned about the topic (Learned).



Venn Diagram

Students see relationships and identify similarities and differences in two or more objects, characters, or situations.  This diagram is created with two to five interlocked circles of equal size. 







Time Line 

Students sequence a series of actions or events chronologically. They write dates and events along the spectrum and might extend lines for historical milestones.



Sequence Chart

Students put activities or events in chronological sequence. 






5 Senses Chart

Students think of a specific setting or situation. They identify adjectives and feelings associated with each of their senses. You can use pictures for the headings, too. 

	See
	Hear
	Taste
	Smell
	Touch
	Feelings

	
	
	
	
	
	


The Matrix

Students determine categories for classifying and comparing information. This works well to compare and contrast people from different eras or different characters in a story. It also works well to compare/contrast variations of the same folktale. The matrix may have as many categories or columns as needed.
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