Chapter 9 Educational Extension


Character Education
In August 1963, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. focused the nation’s attention upon the importance of character education when he said he dreamed that his four children would “one day live in a nation where they [would] not be judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character.”  As part of our nation’s efforts to embrace diversity many school districts implement character education curricula to help students become more accepting of others.   Character education is an umbrella term used to describe teaching children to become moral, civic, well-mannered, behaved, non-bullying, healthy, successful, and socially acceptable people.  This positive character development curriculum is designed to help students develop the skills and abilities to make knowledgeable and responsible real-life decisions.  
Character Education Strategies

Character education cuts across ethnic, cultural, and religious lines. It is most effective when it is integrated across the curriculum. Character education activities seek to strengthen both the affective and cognitive areas of learning by integrating the teaching of values, character, self-awareness, a positive self-concept, and critical thinking.  Typical topics in character education programs include citizenship, trustworthiness, anger control, integrity, and caring.  Instead of simply having students study the facts in the curriculum, teacher should have students confront the ethical and moral issues associated with issues in various subject areas such as history, science, health, and technology.  Lessons often include activities that take learning into the community.

Teachers facilitate students’ efforts to develop their own sense of right and wrong by engaging students in conversations about character, not by lecturing about social rules and regulations. Children’s literatures serves as an excellent springboard for discussions and activities because teachers and students can explore moral issues in emotionally safety – children can relate to the main characters’ predicaments without having to publicly acknowledge they have the same issues. Cooperative learning and small group activities provide a natural forum for practicing and developing social skills such as cooperation, respect, teamwork, and responsibility.  Also, talking about good character traits fits naturally into the scheme of setting up a successful classroom.

What values should we teach in character education?  One answer is that the tax-supported public schools can teach the civic values that are necessary for life in a democratic society such as respect for the rights of others, courage, tolerance, kindness, and concern for the underdog.
Character Education Benefits

Because character education addresses basic human values, all children, regardless of their particular abilities or special needs, benefit from character education.   The goal is to help children become morally responsible, self-disciplined citizens.  Embedded in character education are guidelines leading to successful living.  Children learn to live each day to its fullest.  They learn the power of choice and to appreciate home, school, and community.
POINTS TO PONDER
1. Some parents support character education in their local schools while others hotly contest the curriculum. Why might this be a controversial curriculum?
2. Consider the grade level you plan to teach. Name five positive character traits you would like your students to exhibit. Identify a piece of developmentally appropriate quality literature that addresses at least one of those traits. 
3. Explore some popular character education curricula. Search the Internet to find out more about Lions Quest, Developing Understanding of Self and Others (DUSO), Character Counts, or other programs of your choice. What is the teacher’s role? What are the targeted skills? Describe the student activities. 
