Chapter Seven Educational Extension


Virtual Presentations
In today’s techno-savvy society many students seek alternative ways to get an education. In lieu of traditional face-to-face instruction, many instructors and students are seeking virtual options. This extension will examine other presentation venues: prerecorded presentation, distance learning, and online teaching.
Prerecorded Presentation
Teachers can easily record presentations using flipcams or camcorders. Such recordings often are prepared by local school districts and by commercial publishers. Prerecorded presentations, however, have several disadvantages when compared with live presentations. First, and perhaps most important, there is no direct contact between students and presenter; no minute-by-minute adjustments can be made based on feedback and questions. In addition, student attention becomes a major problem when watching a recording instead of being in the same room as the presenter. Finally, recordings quickly become obsolete as new information is gleaned regarding content and teaching techniques.
Despite the flaws, prerecorded presentations have some merits. Most important is their capacity for individualized instruction because a recording can be played as many times as desirable.
Distance Learning
Ever since 1728, teachers have been using technology and instructional system designs to deliver education to students who are not physically “on site” in a traditional classroom. This venue works particularly well for rural area schools that do not have enough students to warrant hiring a teacher to teach a specialty course. Through technology, however, it is possible for several districts to “hire” a needed teacher and to transmit teacher presentations from a studio classroom to other locations by means of satellite, telephone, cable, or microwave.  This distance learning enables students who are not in the immediate classroom to hear and see presentations. Students from all of the sites can hear and see the teacher and one another and talk by means of an audio link. Special science, mathematics, and language courses are being taught in this manner across the nation. When teaching through this venue, educators need to ensure they still engage students in the learning process and don’t become “talking heads.”
The types of available technologies used in distance learning can be divided into two groups:  synchronous and asynchronous.  Synchronous technology is a mode of online delivery where all participants are “present” at the same time requiring a schedule be developed.  Examples of synchronous technologies include Elluminate, Web-based instruction, telephone, videoconferencing, and live streaming.  Asynchronous technology is a mode of online delivery where participants access instruction on their own schedule.  Students are not required to be together at the same time.  Examples of asynchronous technologies include Web-based instruction, audiocassette, email, message board forums, voice mail/fax, and videocassette/DVD.  Note that Web-based instruction can be synchronous or asynchronous.
Online Teaching
Online instruction is becoming increasingly common at all grade levels.  Perhaps the greatest benefit derived from online teaching is its convenience.  The online classroom is always open.  It can be reached from anywhere with an internet connection.  Online teaching can be extremely useful for students in rural areas, students with disabilities, gifted students, and students who cannot attend regular building classes because of other commitments or problems.  Online teaching can also reduce educational costs if it decreases travel expenses.

Online learning is typically student-centered and self-paced.  Students can study and review material as often as they want.  Of course, motivating students and providing materials can sometimes be a problem.  However, making online instruction interesting and relevant will often overcome the motivational problem.  Although obtaining physical on-hand resources can sometime be a problem, students can generally access a huge range of resources on the internet.  These materials are not necessarily just text-based.  Indeed, text, video, audio, graphics, and animation can often be accessed.

It should be kept in mind that online teaching is not a panacea.  It is just as easy to develop poor teaching and learning habits as with other instructional strategies.
POINTS TO PONDER
1. Imagine your school district wants to record your presentation to share with students at a later time. What are some things you would need to consider?
2. Interview someone who has taken an online or distance education course. Was the course a positive or negative educational experience? Why?
3. How will technology impact virtual course delivery in the future? 
