Chapter One Educational Extension

Historical Perspective on Teaching
Since the Pilgrims first set foot on Plymouth Rock, American classrooms have reflected the needs of the community and nation. As America grew, curricular goals and instructional procedures varied to meet the ever-changing needs of society. Today’s schools and school structure result from the continuous evolution of society and educational thought.  A better understanding of the rich history of education will help you understand the culture and context of your future career setting as well as give you the “big picture” of why today’s schools operate as they do.  In this overview, we will briefly review some of the important changes in the role of American education that have taken place over the past three centuries.
Early Colonial Education
The purposes of education and role of the teacher, as we understand it today, did not exist in the colonial period of our national history.  Colonial American schooling, which reflected the roots of the colonists, focused upon maintaining Protestant religious beliefs and ensuring social stability.  To this end, in 1642 Massachusetts passed the first law intended to address the need for educating children.  The Law of 1642 required parents to teach their children to read the Scriptures and the capital laws of the land.  In 1647, Massachusetts strengthened this law with the Old Deluder Satan Act, which required every town of 50 or more families pay a person to teach reading and writing in a “town school.”
The town-school system thrived and met colonial needs as long as people lived close to one another and villages remained compact.  As settlers dispersed in search of more and better land, however, the town schools were replaced with the so-called moving-school system.  The moving-school system consisted of a schoolmaster who traveled from village to village, holding school at each site for several months before moving on.  Understandably, this system proved inadequate, and soon the district school system began to develop.
The quality, quantity, and availability of schooling varied greatly during the colonial era.  Children attended reading and writing schools, with instruction occurring in homes, churches, and schools.  Sons of the elite typically attended a reading and writing school often conducted in the teacher's home.  The teaching materials in the early colonial schools included the Bible and, late in the seventeenth century, The New England Primer.
Early Schools
In 1635, the forerunner of the secondary school was established in Boston.  This grammar school was intended to prepare young men to attend college.  By 1700, 26 grammar schools had been established throughout New England.  The curriculum of grammar schools was mostly comprised of Latin and other classical subjects.  The demand for practical instruction in everything from navigation and engineering to bookkeeping and foreign languages led to the development of private English grammar schools in the 1700s.
In 1751, Benjamin Franklin established an academy in Philadelphia.  In addition to traditional Latin and Greek instruction, the Franklin Academy also taught practical subjects such as English, arithmetic, writing, the sciences, commercial subjects, navigation, and surveying.
By the early twentieth century, developmental psychologists suggested that a different type of learning environment would be better suited for early-adolescent learners. Therefore, the first junior high school was established in 1909.  These junior high schools provided vocational training, differentiated instruction according to students’ gender, grouped by ability, and fostered socialization.
The advent of the middle school is a more recent phenomenon.  The middle school movement, begun in the 1950s, is a philosophical position rather than a grade-level structure.  Middle schools are student-centered and typically include some form of team teaching and individualized instruction.
Modern Schools
Schools today are an amalgam of the various forces and trends that preceded their formation.  The vast majority of schools could be classified as comprehensive because they offer a depth and breadth of curriculum.  Schools will change, but if history is a guide, this change will come slowly.  As noted in the textbook, schools will likely continue to be based in communities, and teachers will continue to provide instruction to diverse groups of children in self-contained classrooms.  Furthermore, schools will continue to be social institutions and expectations for teachers and students will likely change drastically in the decades ahead.
POINTS TO PONDER
· Create a graphic depicting the history and development of American schools. 
· Did you attend a junior high school or middle school? Conduct research or interview someone who attended the other type of school. Create a Venn diagram comparing and contrasting the junior high and middle school approaches.
· How will curriculum change in the next ten years? The next twenty years? Why?
