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Chapter 5: How Do Test Users Interpret Test Scores?
Web Exercises

On the Web Box 5.1 Web Exercise

The Mini Mental State Examination (MMSE) is a commonly used test for diagnosing memory impairment in adults. This test is sometimes used in clinical settings as a part of the process for diagnosing dementia. A person’s cognitive status is determined by comparing his or her raw score with the descriptive statistics of a norm group of test takers of similar ages and educational levels.  Go to the following website: 
www.angelfire.com/retro/michaelpoon168/mini_mental_state_examination_normative%20data.htm

Read the section in this website titled “Normative Data on the MMSE.” Imagine that you had administered the MMSE to five individuals. The age, educational level and raw score of each individual is listed below. Use the Normative Data on the MMSE to determine if each individual scored lower than, the same as, or higher than the norm group. To do this compare each individual’s raw score with the average score of individual’s who are the same age and have similar educational levels. Document the implications.

	Individual
	Age
	Education
	MMSE Raw Score
	Norm Group Comparison
	Implications

	
	
	
	
	Lower
	Same
	Higher
	

	1
	43
	High School
	24
	
	
	
	

	2
	81
	8th grade
	27
	
	
	
	

	3
	27
	College
	29
	
	
	
	

	4
	69
	4th grade
	22
	
	
	
	

	5
	39
	College
	28
	
	
	
	


