Miller et al.: Foundations of Psychological Testing, 3e

Chapter 3:  Is There a Right or Wrong Way to Use Psychological Tests?
Web Exercises

On the Web Box 3.1 Web Exercise

A.  
Go to the website, www.apa.org/science/testing.html.  Click on the Frequently Asked Questions link in the first paragraph of the middle column.  Answer the following questions using complete sentences about the content of the Frequently Asked Questions on this page:

1. Where can you go to find information on a particular type of test?

2. Which reference does the site suggest for finding personality tests?

3. How can you locate a specific Test Publisher?

4. Who, if anyone, holds the copyright on a published test?

5. What is TIP and how do you use it?

6. How many indexes do Mental Measurement Yearbooks (MMY)?  Name the indexes used in the MMYs.

7. What is TESTS?  What are the indexes that TESTS uses?

8. TESTS is divided into three main sections.  What are they?  Do you see any similarity to your textbook?  If so, describe the similarity.

9. What is the purpose of Test Critiques?  Test Critiques is a companion to TESTS.  What similarities do you see between MMY and Test Critiques?

10. What is the most comprehensive method for researching particular tests?
B. Go to each of the three websites shown under the subtitle, Internet Searches.  (You can click on the links underlined in blue, and your computer’s browser will take you to the site.)

1. Explain the purpose of each of the three websites.

2. Which website did you find to be the easiest to use?

C. Write a short (1-2 pages) essay that compares the three sites on the following features:  (1) ease of use; (2) clarity of directions; (3) Quality of information); and (4) References to journal articles, test manuals, and experimental studies.

On the Web Box 3.2 Web Exercise
A. Go to the website, www.queendom.com/tests/index.html.  Want to take a psychological test?  Here’s your chance.  Choose one test offered by Queendom.com.  Take the test and get your test score and feedback, then answer the following questions:

1. What is the name of the test you chose?

2. Do you think the test measures what it is supposed to measure?  Why?

3. Is the test you chose reviewed in either Buros Mental Measurements Yearbook or Tests in Print?

4. Do you think the test score is a correct and appropriate description of you?  Why or why not?

5. Do you understand all the terms used in your feedback?  If not, were you able to find definitions of those terms on the website?

6. Would you recommend the test you chose to a friend?  Why?

7. Would you recommend the test you chose to an organization to give to its employees?  Why?

B.
Describe the scientific method used to construct and evaluate the test you chose.
 
1.
Did you find enough information on the website about the test to assure you that you can trust the test results?  Why or why not?
2.
Did you find any information other than that on the website to assure you that you can trust the test results?  Explain.

C.
Think about how the test you selected looked and worked.
1.
Did the situations proposed in the test make sense to you?
2.
Did you understand the vocabulary the test used?
3.
Did you feel pressured to answer quickly or did you had enough time to choose the answer that best described you?
4.
Were you relaxed or stressed while answering the questions on the test you chose?  Explain why or why not.
5.
Were you satisfied with the feedback you received?  Why or why not?


On the Web Box 3.3 Web Exercise

A.
Go to the website, www.aph.org/tests/access/index.html#58. Scroll down the page until you come to the Table of Contents.  Click on the heading called Challenges Related to Providing Testing Accommodations.
1.
What is the position of the American Printing House for the Blind concerning accessible testing accommodations for persons who are visually impaired?
2.
Do you think their position would make sense for test takers who have other impairments?
3.
Write a paragraph on your attitudes and beliefs regarding testing persons who have physical disabilities.

B.
Go back to the Table of Contents and click on Design Considerations for Stand Alone Computerized Tests.
1.
What is meant by a stand-alone computerized test?
2.
Rewrite Choice of Input Methods in your own words.
3.
Rewrite Choice of Output Methods in your own words.
4.
Explain why stand-alone computerized tests must be consistent and flexible. Do you think it is possible to have both consistency and flexibility?

C.
Go back to the Table of Contents, and go to Future Implications.  Do you agree with the implications described on this website?  Are there other implications for physically disabled test takers that are not addressed?  If so, explain.


