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CHAPTER 13: HOW ARE TESTS USED IN EDUCATIONAL SETTINGS?

Learning Objectives

After completing your study of this chapter, you should be able to do the following:

· Describe the types of decisions educators make based on the results of psychological tests.

· Explain why educators are test users and why they need to follow the test user guidelines discussed in Chapter 3.

· Describe how teachers use psychological tests in the classroom before, during, and after instruction.

· Describe how psychological tests can benefit student motivation, retention and transfer of learning, self-assessment, and instructional effectiveness.

· Describe how educational institutions use tests to make selection and placement decisions, counseling and guidance decisions, program and curriculum decisions, and administrative policy decisions.

· Explain the differences between norm-referenced and criterion-referenced tests.

· Describe authentic assessment and the perceived advantages and disadvantages of authentic assessment.
