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CHAPTER 12: HOW DO WE ASSESS THE PSYCHOMETRIC QUALITY OF A TEST?
Learning Objectives

After completing your study of this chapter, you should be able to do the following:

· Explain the importance of conducting a pilot test.

· Describe how a pilot test should be set up and specify the types of information that should be collected.

· Describe the collection, analyses, and interpretation of data for an item analysis, including item difficulty, item discrimination, interitem correlations, item–criterion correlations, item bias, and item characteristic curves.

· Describe the collection and interpretation of data for a qualitative item analysis.

· Identify and explain the criteria for retaining and dropping items to revise a test.

· Describe the processes of validation and cross-validation.

· Explain the concepts of differential validity, single-group validity, and unfair test discrimination.

· Explain the purpose of a cut score and describe two methods for identifying a cut score.

· Tell what information should be included in a test manual and why.
