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CHAPTER 1: WHAT ARE PSYCHOLOGICAL TESTS?
Learning Objectives
After completing your study of this chapter, you should be able to do the following:

· Define what a psychological test is and understand that psychological tests extend beyond personality and intelligence tests.

· Trace the history of psychological testing from Alfred Binet and intelligence testing to the tests of today.

· Describe the ways psychological tests can be similar to and different from one another.

· Describe the three characteristics that are common to all psychological tests, and understand that psychological tests can demonstrate these characteristics to various degrees.

· Describe the assumptions that must be made when using psychological tests.

· Describe the different ways that psychological tests can be classified.

· Describe the differences among four commonly used terms that students often get confused: psychological assessment, psychological tests, psychological measurement, and surveys.

· Identify and locate print and online resources that are available for locating information about psychological tests.
