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CHAPTER 8: HOW DO WE GATHER EVIDENCE OF VALIDITY BASED ON A TEST’S RELATIONSHIPS WITH EXTERNAL CRITERIA?

Summary
Evidence of validity based on a test’s relationship with external criteria —the extent to which a test is related to independent behavior or events—is one of the major methods for obtaining evidence of test validity. The usual method or demonstrating this type of evidence of validity is to correlate scores on the test with a measure of the behavior we wish to predict. This measure of independent behavior or performance is called the criterion.

Evidence of validity based on a test’s relationship with external criteria depends on evidence that the scores on the test correlate significantly with an independent criterion—a standard used to measure a person’s performance, attitude, or motivation. Criteria may be objective or subjective, but they must be reliable and exhibit evidence of validity based on content There are two methods for demonstrating this type of evidence: the predictive

method and the concurrent method.

We use correlation to describe the relationship between a psychological test and a criterion. In this case, the correlation coefficient is referred to as the validity coefficient. Psychologists interpret validity coefficients using tests of significance and the coefficient of determination.

Either a linear regression equation or a multiple regression equation can be used to predict criterion scores from test scores. Predictions of success or failure on the criterion enable test users to use test scores for making decisions about hiring.
Finally, decisions based on test predictions have far-reaching consequences. Researchers,

test developers, test publishers, and test users are ethically and morally responsible for ascertaining that any psychological test used for making predictions and decisions shows acceptable evidence of reliability and validity. Their responsibility also extends to guarding against test misuse and to increasing public awareness about the important role that tests play in test takers’ lives.

