Chapter 1 SPSS Exercises
These first questions will help to get you oriented to thinking like a social researcher and to using SPSS to analyze the GSS2006 survey data.

1. What personal motivation might you have for studying support for the death penalty? What might motivate other people to conduct research on this topic? What policy and academic motives might be important? 

2. Open the GSS2006x file containing the 2006 General Social Survey data. In the SPSS menu, click on File, then Open and Data, and then on the name of the data file on the CD-ROM drive, or on the C: drive if GSS2006x was copied there. How many respondents are there in this subset of the complete GSS file? (Scroll down to the bottom of the dataset.) How many variables were measured? (Scroll down to the bottom of the "variable view" in SPSS v. 13-16, or click on Utilities, then Variable List in earlier versions. 

3. What would you estimate as the level of support for capital punishment in the United States in 2006? Now for your first real research experience (in this text): Describe the distribution of support for capital punishment. Obtaining the relevant data is as simple as "a, b, c, d,e." 

a. Click on Graphs. 

b. Click on Interactive then Bar. 

c. Swap the $PCT variable in place of $COUNT. 

d. Place the CAPPUN variable in the box below $PCT. 

e. Click ok. 

Now describe the distribution of support for capital punishment. What percentage of the population supported capital punishment in the United States in 2006?
