	Activity 8-2. Knowledge about European Americans  

	The self- assessment activity below allows the reader to determine how much she or he knows about the history of Europeans in America and about their world views. It might provide a guide, and a motivation, for what is contained in this chapter. When you have finished reading the chapter, you may come back to these questions, and answer them again. See if you are more confident in your answers the second time.

	            In the blanks after the statements below, place a T if you think the statement is true, F if you think that it is false, DN if you do not know.  The answers appear at the end of the activity.

	1. People of English, Dutch, French, and Spanish origin were the only Europeans in the original 13 colonies.____

	2. Georgia was the only English settlement established as a Catholic colony.____

	3. Reason and nature, rather than revelation from the Bible, demonstrated the existence of God in the articulated philosophy of the people who shaped America as a nation.____

	4. After the French and Indian War, it was clear that Britain stood triumphant in America.____

	5. The founders of the U.S. nation strove for liberty and justice for all people who lived there.____

	6. The wave of immigration that brought Eastern and Mediterranean European immigrants to America occurred largely in the late 19th century.____

	7. Like the explorers who originally “discovered” America, the Eastern Europeans came in order to send new wealth back to the countries that they had left.____

	8. There is little difference between the cultures of Mediterranean people and Northern Europeans.____

	9. The accomplishments that European Americans made during the 19th and early 20th centuries gave them a feeling of superiority, even though other peoples had assisted in these achievements.____

	10. White females have historically shared in the achievements accorded to white males.____  

	11. By the end of the 21st century, European Americans will not comprise the majority of the American population.____

	12. Racism affects those who hold racist views as well as those who are targets of those views.____

	13. Diversity pertains to European Americans as well as to other groups of people.____

	14. It was not until after the Civil War that Jewish men, like black men, were considered citizens and allowed to vote.____

	15. The “Old Irish,” or Scotch Irish, Protestants welcomed Irish Catholics to America because they knew that many had suffered greatly from the potato famine in Ireland.____

	Answers:  Of the fifteen statements above, 3, 6, 9, 11, 12, and 13 are true.  The rest are false.

	If you scored 15 or 14 correct, you know some basic facts about European American history and characteristics.

	If you scored 12 or 13, you are on the right track.  If you scored less than 12, you have much to learn about how Americans, whatever their race or ethnic culture, became who they are today. 


