Cullen Quinn

Written Cultural Artifact Speech

Introduction:

“Skiing is a dance, and the mountain always leads,” –Anonymous.

 Hello my name is Cullen Quinn and the cultural artifact I am going to cover today, is my precious set of skis. I have been a skier as long as I can remember and have had a broad experience of what it means to be an alpine skier. I’ve been lucky enough to experience powder on multiple continents and as a result of my broad travels I have witnessed nearly every imaginable snow condition. My goal today is to try to give some perspective and context into ski culture. Today I will go over:

· Background of alpine skiing.
·  Ski equipment evolution.
·  Skiing as a culture.
Body:

Few people are aware of how old the roots of skiing go and though it is impossible to prove exactly, there is empirical evidence that skiing is a prehistoric activity for humans. This empirical evidence, I speak of, comes in the form of rock carvings in Norway, it is the first historical evidence of man and skiing, and is estimated to have been created around 2500 B.C. Early Skiing was utilitarian in nature and used for hunting, transportation, and even in battle. This initial skiing was considered Nordic skiing, which is pretty much the same as today’s cross-country skiing. This changed with the advent of alpine skiing, which like the title suggests was born in the Alps. Alpines big change from Nordic skiing is that the heel was attached, as well as the toe, for added control. This small change paved the way for skiing today.

Alpine skiing remained relatively unchanged until the birth of snowboarding in the 1970’s, this creation had a large impact on the world of skiing, one that can not be overvalued. If you look at my cultural artifact, my skis, you will see that they are twin-tipped and incredibly parabolic or hourglass in shape. Also, note the width of the skis. These developments can all be directly attributed to the creation of the snowboard and have greatly advanced the performance of modern skis. This evolution would not have taken place with out the snowboard.

Skiing is certainly its own culture. It has its own signs, maps, symbols, and vernacular. From a double black diamond run, to first tracks, to corn snow, and my personal  favorite gnarly powder. There are symbols, words, and meanings that are known in the company of fellow skiers, which would not translate to someone who had never been skiing before (more info on power point slide).
Conclusion:

We have just gone over:

-Background of Alpine skiing.

-Ski equipment evolution.

-Skiing as culture.


My hope is that you in the audience got some cultural context into the world of skiing and if you were are already familiar with skiing, that you learned some new information on something you already enjoy.

