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This American Life

Internet Activities
1. Take a trip to the U.S. Census Bureau website and answer the following questions: 

a. Record the latest estimates of the population of the world and of the U.S. What percentage of the world population is made up of U.S. citizens? Is that more or less than you expected? Why?

b. Use the Detailed Population Clock to describe the fertility, mortality, and migration in the United States

c. Use the State Facts Finder to examine the minority population in your state as compared to the entire U.S. Does your state have more or less racial diversity than the country as a whole? How do you explain that finding?

d. Use State Facts Finder to examine the number of persons with a bachelor’s degree or higher in your state as compared to the entire U.S. Is your state more or less educated than the country as a whole? How do you explain that finding?

2. Do a general search on “Urban Problems in the USA.”  Write a report (including proper citations) that gives a general overview of the problems faced by urban areas in the United States. Be sure to include some examples of problems that urban residents face AND those experienced by city governments. Some possible places to search include:
The University of Wisconsin-Madison Library's Urban Problems Research Guide
The Internet Public Library
Google Scholar 
Your college online library database

3. Examine the Negative Population Growth's Population Trends page, the biographical webpage for Thomas Malthus, and the information on Malthus' theory in your text. Based upon your findings, explain whether you think that Malthus' theory is still applicable today. If so, which aspects? If not, how else would you explain the problems that result from current population trends?

4. Go to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Service read through the U.S. Permanent Residents 2007 document. Answer the following questions: 

4. What factors does the U.S. government use to decide who has preference to become a legal resident? Do you agree that these individuals should be given preference? Why or why not?

4. After examining Figure 1, the LPR Flow to the United States: 1900-2007, how do you explain the lowest (and highest) rates of immigration in U.S. history? What social factors seem to impact whether the government welcomes or discourages immigrants?

5. Visit the International Data Base at the U.S. Census Bureau’s homepage at http://www.census.gov/ipc/www/idb/informationGateway.php. While there, create and examine population pyramids for several different nations using the web tool. Make sure you examine a diverse group of populations when creating your pyramids. Answer the following questions.

5. How do wealthy and non-wealthy nations differ in terms of population? 

5. What role do you believe is the relationship between national affluence and population? Explain. 

5. Do you believe that population differences are largely structural, largely cultural, or both? Explain.

6. Visit the website for the major metropolitan area closest to either your college or university or your hometown. While there, examine some of the resources they make available to people who visit their website. Based on your visit to the site, what do you believe are the biggest social problems that challenge the metropolitan area? How do they identify these problems? How do they propose to address them, if they intend to address them? Compare your results to your findings for your work completing question 2. Does your specific area share problems with the rest of urban America? Or are their problems unique? Why do you think that is? 

7. Visit the website for the Central Intelligence Agency https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/rankorder/2127rank.html.
Look at the fertility rates by country.

a. What do you notice in terms of trends: the numbers of children born to a woman and the relative income level of that country?

b. What do these numbers say about the correlation between a woman’s level of education and fertility rates?

c. Do you find trends according to continents (North America, South America, Asia, etc)?  What explains such trends?

1

