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Chapter 9: Gender Stratification: She/He—Who Goes First?
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Internet Activities
1. The mass media, especially advertising, is a powerful socializing agent. A San Francisco-based group called About Face has put together a website about gender stereotypes in the media that informs, outrages, and humors all at once. 
a. What is the mission of this group?

b. Look at the Gallery of Offenders at http://www.about-face.org/gallery_offender/svedka-robot/#.UTTBsa74Jb4
i. Which of About Face’s assessments of the portrayal of women do you agree with? Why?

ii. Which of About Face’s assessments of the portrayal of women do you disagree with? Why?

2. Do a general search on “Gender Stratification.” Write a report (using proper citations) that includes the definition of gender stratification, an explanation of how widespread and severe it is, and a discussion of how you feel about stratification in the United States and worldwide. Some possible places to search include: 

The Internet Public Library
Google Scholar
Your college online library database

3. Go to the EEOC’s Facts about Sexual Harassment, a site that provides information about sexual harassment at a practical level, to get a more complete idea about what constitutes harassment. After reading through the page and the associated links, answer the following questions. 
a. How frequently do you feel that men are the victims of sexual harassment by their female colleagues? 
b. How might the greater number of women being harassed be related to patriarchy?

4. Read through the World Bank’s Girls’ Education website. Answer the following questions:
a. What benefits result from increasing girls’ education worldwide? How might these benefits help eliminate gender stratification?

b. Girls in the United States are completing high school and college at record rates. In fact, the majority of bachelor’s degrees in the United States are now earned by women. Do you think that the U.S. should institute programs to help ensure that boys complete higher education? Why or why not?

5. Review this report from the American Psychological Association at http://www.apa.org/topics/sexuality/transgender.pdf.
a. According to the APA, what is the difference between “transgender” and “transsexual”?  

b. According to the information in your textbook, what do you think is the experience of transgender individuals in the workplace?  
c. How is this psychological discussion of gender different from the sociological viewpoint in your text? 
d. After reading the text’s discussion of West and Zimmerman’s concept of “doing gender”, do you think transgender individuals ‘do gender’ differently than non-transgender individuals?  In what ways are they similar?  

6. Conduct a web search at the World Health Organization for “male circumcision” and “female circumcision” articles on the site. Compare, contrast, and discuss the differences in their stance on the two. Second, discuss how it relates to gender stratification, in your opinion. 

7. Find a World Mapper map that relates to gender stratification at http://www.worldmapper.org/textindex/text_index.html. Write a one paragraph reaction responding to it making sure to discuss how it relates to gender stratification.

8. Visit the National Committee on Pay Equity’s website and look at the “Gender Wage Gap by Occupation Fact Sheet.” Compare the earnings of the 10 most common occupations for women with the 10 most common occupations for men. Discuss how these occupational differences contribute to the wage gap between men and women. 
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