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Chapter 7: Stratification: Rich and Famous—or Rags and Famine?
This American Life
Internet Activities
1. Perhaps the most famous phrase Marx ever wrote is this: “The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class struggles.” Select a conflict in history and do a web search on it and social class. Then, write a paragraph on the role social class played in this dispute. If you are interested in reading the Communist Manifesto, you can find it on the Marxist Internet Archive at http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1848/communist-manifesto/ch01.htm. 

2. Do a general search on “Social Stratification” and another on “Social Inequality.” Find a definition and social stratification, being sure to site your sources. Then find an example of social stratification producing inequality and include a short discussion about the relationship between stratification and inequality. Some possible places to search include: 

Google 
The Internet Public Library


 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page" \t "_blank" Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar 
Your college online library database
3. The U.S. Census Bureau is one of the best sources of data that allows us to research the impact of social stratification. Visit the Census Bureau Newsroom and find a report that addresses an issue of social stratification. Write a paragraph summarizing the findings of the report, making sure to connect them to social stratification and inequality.

4. Visit the Global Rich List. Enter in the income you realistically hope to earn to make during your highest earning year and see where that places you. Then, enter in your parents’ income or your income from the previous year. Next, start putting in some amounts you believe would be impossible to live on and see how many of the world’s population lives at that level. Write a paragraph on your findings making sure to describe what you discovered about the global income gap.

5. Visit the Forbes website and examine the Forbes 400, or the 400 wealthiest individuals in the world at http://www.forbes.com/2009/09/30/forbes-400-gates-buffett-wealth-rich-list-09_land.html. Examine the list making sure to note how much individuals have, how they earned their money, and their important social statuses like race and gender. Write a paragraph about wealth inequality. You may want to do exercises 4 and 5 together and write your paragraphs connecting what you found.
6. The textbook briefly mentioned the trend of women attending college in greater numbers than men, but didn’t discuss the causes for it.  Read some of the following articles on this increasing gender gap:

At Colleges, Women Leaving Men in the Dust (You will need a New York Times 

free account to access this article)

Why do Women Outnumber Men in College? 


Leaving Men Behind: Women go to Colleges in Greater Numbers

Why Women Outpace Men in College Degrees 

a. What are some of the reasons given for why women outnumber men in attending college and receiving degrees?
b. Do you think this trend has had an impact on social stratification in the U.S. over the past few decades?  Do you think it will have any effect in the coming years?  Why or why not?
7. Visit World Mapper. This website creates proportional maps to illustrate social and physical inequalities. Select 1-3 maps that you find particularly interesting and write about them addressing the following questions:
a. What sociological issue is the map addressing? How is it doing this?

b. What is it about this map that you find most interesting? Why? 

c. How did the visualization of the image impact your understanding of the issue?

8. Visit the United Nations Statistics Division Economic Statistics page at http://unstats.un.org/unsd/economic_main.htm. Select an economic table that you find interesting and speaks to issues of global inequality. 

a. What is the sociological issue the data is addressing? How is it doing that? 

b. What is it about the presentation of data that you find most interesting? Why? 

c. How did reporting of the data impact your understanding of global stratification? 

9. Visit the Dead Sociologists webpage at http://media.pfeiffer.edu/lridener/dss/.  

a. Read about Marx and alienation, and Weber and Class, Status and Power

i. In what ways did Weber build upon the work of Marx in his theories of social class?
b.  What did Veblen mean by “conspicuous consumption?”
c. How was Jane Addams like Marx in her approach to social class?
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