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Internet Activities
1. Go to the Bureau of Justice Statistics webpage. After examining the violent crime trends at http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=31, and cyber-crime trends at http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=41, under the “Crime Type tab,” answer the following questions:
a. To what do you attribute the drop in violent crime?
b. What do you think explains violent crime committed against youth? How would a conflict theorist explain cyber-crimes committed against a business? How would a symbolic interactionist explain this?

2. Do a general search on “Organized Crime.” Write a report (including proper citations) that includes the prevalence and impact of organized crime in the U.S. and worldwide as well as a profile of the types of people who enter into organized crime. Some possible places to search include:

Bureau of Justice Statistics
International Criminal Justice Sources
Google Scholar
Your college online library database

3. The death penalty is a contentious issue in both sociology and in U.S. society generally. The website of the Death Penalty Information Center is a useful source of information on this subject. Examine the facts at http://www.deathpenaltyinfo.org/getcat.php?cid=4, and answer the following questions:

a. How would a conflict theorist explain the differential death penalty rates given to minority offenders?

b. How would a conflict theorist explain the differential death penalty rates given to offenders who select white victims?

c. Which costs the taxpayers more: imprisoning an offender for life or putting an offender to death? Given this, what social function of prisons do you think the death penalty is attempting to fulfill?

4. Drug and alcohol abuse are two of the primary contributors to crime in America. Visit the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration to read about Illicit drug use among persons arrested for serious crimes.   

a. Based upon this report, what percentage of serious criminals use illicit drugs?

b. Based upon these findings, what do you think the criminal justice system should focus on to reduce crime overall?

c. Which seems more necessary to you within prisons- deterrence, punishment, or rehabilitation? Why?

5. Do some research on war crimes.  Although the textbook didn’t discuss war crimes specifically, they can be included in the discussion of “state organized crimes”.  Cornell University’s law school has a collection of U.S. Codes, including the specific U.S. laws prohibiting war crimes: http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/18/usc_sec_18_00002441----000-.html. Visit this site to learn what actions are considered war crimes under U.S. law.

a. According to this Code, what constitutes a war crime?  What is the punishment?

b. Were you surprised to learn that certain actions are considered war crimes?  Which ones?  

c. Do you think any of these actions can be justified during a state of war?  What about “in the interest of national security”?  Why or why not?

6. Visit the Worthy, Weird, and Wacky News website and select a news story. In your opinion, why is this story news? Explore the role of deviance, norms, and conformity in the newsworthiness of this event. What norms is the individual violating? What norms are they upholding? What norms are the news media violating by covering this event? What norms are they upholding? 

7. Visit the website for the Anti-Defamation League.  Explore the links on the left-hand side such as “Combating Hate,” and “Civil Rights.”
a. What are the characteristics of a hate crime?

b. How can hate crimes occur on the micro, meso and macro level?

c. How would Differential Association theory explain hate crimes?  What about Feminist Theory? 
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