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Chapter 3: Society and Culture: Hardware and Software of Our Social World

This American Life

Internet Activities
1. Anthropology, another social science, emerged as an effort to scientifically explain the extraordinary cultural variation found among groups of humans. Read the biography of the famous anthropologist Margaret Mead and listen to the webcasts on her work. Then write a paragraph answering the following questions: How did Mead understand anthropology? What lessons can you take from Mead’s philosophy as you study cultures and societies? 
http://www.biography.com/people/margaret-mead-9404056
http://anthropology.usf.edu/women/mead/margaret_mead.htm
2. Do a web search on “social norms.” Find a definition and 5-10 examples of social norms, making sure to provide citations. Then, either through YouTube or observing a busy area around your home for a half hour, provide examples of people violating or conforming to these norms. Some possible places to search include: 
Google 
The Internet Public Library
Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar 
Your college online library database

3. One of the biggest obstacles to understanding other cultures is ethnocentrism. This concept is defined in your text as “the tendency to view one’s own group and its cultural expectations as right, proper, and superior to others (pg. XX).”  Visit and read Indiana University anthropologist Ken Barger's website on Ethnocentrism. Then, write a paragraph discussing whether or not this is an appropriate and inclusive definition of the term. Conclude this paragraph with a list of 5-7 instances where you have observed individuals being ethnocentric. 

4. The Internet has created a culture of its own and communication in the Internet culture is a big part of the electronic culture. Explore the aspect of cyber culture known as “netiquette,” by visiting Virginia Shea's Netiquette Home Page. Read the Core Rules of Netiquette. Finally review the rules and describe whether or not it is reflected in your college community. If the rule is violated or if the rule is supported, make sure to explain why you feel this is in your description. 

5. Give yourself 5 minutes to construct a quick list of things you simply cannot live without). Then, visit a search engine like Google and search for “Things I cannot live without.” Compare your list to others posted online. After completing your search, make a list of what you believe to be 5-10 pieces of material culture that are central to our society. In your list, also include 1-2 sentences per item detailing an element of non-material cultural that that item exhibits.
6. Visit a web forum dedicated to one of your central interests. See if you can identify norms and values associated with people who share these interests. Then, figure out if you think this group is a subculture, a counterculture, or a part of mainstream culture. Make a list of beliefs, values, norms, and material cultural elements associated with the group. Then state the cultural group (subculture, counterculture, mainstream culture) you identified and explain why. 

7. Identify a group who you believe is either a subculture or a counterculture. Make an argument in a written paragraph, based on your initial assessment of the group and based only on what you know about the group prior to researching it. Then, research this group using an online web search. Write a second paragraph addressing your initial assessment.  Discuss whether or not you changed your opinion and why. Make sure to note what you discovered about the group’s beliefs, norms, and values. Some possible places to search include: 

Google 
The Internet Public Library
Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar 

Your college online library database
8. Culture and Cultural Diffusion:
Visit this site: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/socst/grade3/geograph.html, and then consider the following.
a. How does a geographical examination of culture compliment a sociological perspective?
b. What is meant by cultural diffusion?

i. How has the process of cultural diffusion impacted your community?
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