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Chapter 2: Examining the Social World: How Do We Know?
This American Life
Internet Activities
1. Sociologists do research in order to answer questions they have about the social world. Sociological research involves a number of patterned steps that are followed to reach conclusions from data gathered in the research process. Moreover, journal articles that discuss sociological research generally include discussion of the elements of the research. 
If your university has access to JSTOR or the Social Science Index, find a journal article that provides examples of sociological research. If you are unable to access these resources, you can use the Virtual Library. Read the article and answer the following questions for each: 
a. What research question(s) does the author ask?
b. Does the research involve testing hypotheses? 
i. If so, what is/are the hypotheses?
c. What are the characteristics of the sample?
d. How is the study conducted?
e. What are the researcher's findings? 
f. What suggestions (if any) does the researcher have for future studies?
2. Do a general search on “Ethical Issues in Social Research.” Write a report (including proper citations) that gives a general overview of ethical issues in social research. Be sure to include some examples of ethical issues that sociologists might encounter, how they resolve those issues, and what an Institutional Review Board is. Some possible places to search include:
The Lancaster University Committee on Ethics
The Internet Public Library
Google Scholar
Your college Institutional Review Board website
Your college online library database

3. Find a theorist that interests you on the http://media.pfeiffer.edu/lridener/dss/Dead Sociologists Index at . Answer the following questions:

a. What were some of the theorist’s primary ideas?
b. Would you consider this person a functionalist, conflict theorist, rational choice theorist, symbolic interactionist, or feminist theorist? Why?

c. Did this theorist do research? If so, what was their primary methodology?

4. The General Social Survey is a nationally representative survey that asks individuals questions about a number of topics. Read through the Frequently Asked Questions, the Detailed Study Description, some of the topics asked about in the survey, and your textbook to answer the following questions:  

a. How was the survey developed?

b. What is the research method?

c. How many people are studied every year?

d. What two topics that are covered by the survey do you feel are most important to learn about and why?
5. Explore the website Socioweb. This website has extensive lists of sociological theories and theorists who aren’t discussed in the textbook.  

a. Select another theoretical perspective beyond one discussed in your text. Describe the arguments from the theory you are more convinced by and arguments from the theory you are less convinced by. Select a theory that is discussed in your text and include a short discussion of how this theory is connected to the one you selected from the website.

6. Visit the United Nations Statistic Division’s website. Find a trend or pattern that interests you listed under the Economic Statistics and Demographic & Social Statistics sections. Write a research question you could investigate using this data. Then, create a table with these numbers and devise a strategy to investigate them. State how these numbers were collected and calculated. 
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