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Chapter 1: Sociology: A Unique Way to View the World
This American Life
Internet Activities
1. To take a look at some of the sociological issues that are being debated in the USA, go to The Brookings Institute. Specifically visit the U.S. page at http://www.brookings.edu/research/topics/u-s-states-and-territories. Select a state and then a study described on the front page. Synthesize this study in your words. Then, explain how this demonstrates a sociological perspective. Make sure to include a link to the study in your submitted work.
2. Do a general search on “The Sociological Perspective” or “The Sociological Imagination.” Find a definition and an example of this concept, being sure to site your sources. Then create your own example and include a short discussion about how we can better understand your example using the sociological perspective. Some possible places to search include: 

Google 

The Internet Public Library
Wikipedia: The Free Encyclopedia
Google Scholar 
Your college online library database

3. Go to Intute: Virtual Training Suite and take the Sociologist Tour at http://www.vtstutorials.co.uk/tutorial/sociology/. When taking the tour, collect 5 to 10 websites and place them in your link basket. Then make a document containing each with a brief 1-2 sentence description of how you think this site will help you with your sociology course. 

4. What do sociologists do? Go to some online job search engines like Monster, Career Builder or Get Sociology Jobs Now. Run a web search for jobs that are available to sociologists and social scientists. You may wish to compare local and national searches. Then, select 3 careers that look interesting to you and write up a paragraph about how the study of sociology would aid someone looking to fill that position. Then, revisit this assignment during the final week of your sociology course and compare your first assessment of how sociology would apply to these positions. Lastly, write a short paragraph describing why these jobs are more or less interesting to you, given what you have learned in your sociology course.

5. Visit the website for the journal Teaching Sociology, which is a journal dedicated to helping instructors better convey sociological material to their students. Search the site to find an article on an activity that seems interesting to you. Write the title of the article down along with a brief explanation of why the activity or concept looks interesting to you and submit it to your instructor.

6. What can you do with a job in sociology?  If you are interested in a major and future career in the field of sociology, you should start by exploring the Jobs and Careers for Undergraduate studies at the American Sociological Association’s website.
At this ASA site, you can learn much more about what you can do with a BA or MA in sociology, how schools are being assessed in their training of sociologists today, see the latest data on employment, salaries, and enrollments, and see the latest research being done in the field.  If you’re interested in more information, explore the ASA site further, and talk to professors in your department.  
7. Visit the American Sociological Association website. Read resources under the “About ASA” section. Pay particular attention to the “What is Sociology?” and the “Mission” section. Write a paragraph about what you discover on your visit to the site, including the mission of ASA and why you believe sociologists benefit from having a professional organization. Also discuss how the mission of the discipline is both similar and different than what you expected.
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