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Contributing to Our Social World: What Can We Do?

At the Local Level

•• Campuswide movements: A wide range of social issues, 
including international peace, environmental issues, 
human rights, and specific student concerns such as cam-
pus safety and the rising cost of higher education, may 
have movements represented on your campus. Consider 
participating in such activities. If you feel strongly about 
an issue for which no movement exists, consider orga-
nizing one with a few like-minded students. You can 
find tools to create a campus movement at www.cam 
pusactivism.org/index.php, www.campusactivism.org/
displayresource-471.htm, and www.thetaskforce.org/
reports_and_research/campus_manual.

•• Many community movements bring about change at the 
local level, sometimes with national and even inter-
national effects. Check with your professors, service 
learning and campus activities offices, and chambers of 
commerce to find these.

At the Organizational or Institutional Level

•• Invite a movement leader to campus. Consider inviting 
movement leaders to your campus for a lecture, or 
organize a conference that features several experts in a 
particular field. Environment, civil rights, and modern 
slavery are topics that have wide appeal. Professors who 
teach classes that cover these issues will be able to help 
you find a good speaker. Work with your sociology 

club or student government to provide funding for the 
speaker. 

•• Volunteer Match seeks to connect individuals with move-
ments of interest to them. Its website (www.volunteer 
match.org) has suggestions for getting involved in your 
local area.

At the National and Global Levels

•• The Jubilee Movement promotes international debt for-
giveness for the world’s poorest countries—a solution 
that the U.S. government has embraced in principle and 
for whose implementation it has appropriated billions 
of dollars in funding. A major obstacle to improve-
ment in living conditions in the less developed coun-
tries is the enormous amount of money they owe to 
the World Bank and International Monetary Fund, as 
well as governments in the industrialized nations for 
past-due, development-oriented loans. Named for the 
principle offered in the Hebrew scriptures that credi-
tors are to cancel all debt owed to them every jubilee 
year (once every 49 years), the organization sponsors 
legislative programs, research work, and educational 
outreach activities throughout the world. The website 
of Jubilee USA (www.jubileeusa.org/about-us) provides 
information on ways in which you can get involved, and 
includes information about international debt, activi-
ties, and the history of the movement.

Visit the Student Study Site at www.sagepub.com/ballantine4e to access additional study tools, including 
eFlashcards, web quizzes, video resources, audio resources, web resources, SAGE journal articles, recommended 
readings, and more.

Discussion Questions

1. How old were you on September 11, 2001? How 
did the terrorist attacks that day affect you and your 
perspective on terrorism? How do you think the 9/11 
attacks impacted people in different ways depending 
on their age? 

2. What is the latest technological device you or your fam-
ily has acquired? How has it changed your life? What 
are the (a) intended and (b) unintended consequences 
of your having it? 

3. Every organization must adapt to change. Describe how 
an organization to which you belong coped with change. 
Was the adaptation successful? Why or why not? What 
was your role? Did you feel as though you had some 
influence over the adaptation strategy? Why or why not?

4. Were you aware that the United States gives far less 
than the 0.7% of gross national product the United 
Nations has requested of nations, in order to achieve 
the UN Millennium Development Goals to decrease 
poverty, illiteracy, famine, and disease? Why do you 
think most Americans believe the nation contributes 
more? Do you think it would be in the self-interest 
of the United States to contribute more? Why or why 
not?

5. What sociological theory best explains what has hap-
pened in many Arab countries that gave rise to the 
“Arab Spring” and its aftermath? Why? How might you 
use this theory to explain what happened—and what 
might happen in the future—in this region?


