
601Chapter 15.   Population and Urbanization: Living on Spaceship Earth

What Have We Learned?

Population trends, including migration resulting in urbaniza-
tion, provide a dynamic force for change in societies. Whether 
one is interested in understanding social problems, social policy, 
or factors that may affect one’s own career, demographic pro-
cesses are critical forces. We ignore them at our peril—as indi-
viduals and as a society. Family businesses can be destroyed, 

retirement plans obliterated, and the health of communities 
sabotaged by population factors if they are overlooked. If they 
are considered, however, they can enhance planning that leads 
to prosperity and enjoyment of our communities. Urban living 
creates problems, but it can have enormous benefits as well. 
Urbanization is but a single example of a population trend.

Key Points

•• Population analysis (called demography) looks at the 
composition, distribution, and size of a population as 
the society is affected by variables of fertility, mortality, 
and migration. (See pp. 558–560.)

•• The planetwide increase in the human population’s fer-
tility is stunning. Implications for adequate resources to 
support life are illustrated in the population pyramids. 
(See pp. 561–564.)

•• Various theories explain causes of the rapid growth, 
ranging from medical technology to cultural factors. 
(See pp. 564–566.)

•• Many institutions affect and are affected by fertility and 
mortality rates at the meso level—political policies, reli-
gious beliefs, economic factors, education, and health 
care. (See pp. 569–573.)

•• Migration is also an important issue for the society—
whether the migration is international or internal—for 
it can change the size, distribution, and composition of 
a nation’s citizenry. (See pp. 574–577.)

•• Population patterns can also affect individual deci-
sions at the micro level, from career choices to business 

decisions to programs that will affect retirement pos-
sibilities. (See pp. 578–580.)

•• A major element of population migration has been 
urbanization. As populations become more densely 
concentrated, this creates a series of opportunities and 
problems for meeting human needs. (See pp. 580–582.)

•• At the micro level, human relationships are affected 
by having widespread or dense population concen-
tration. In urban areas, social relations may be less 
closely knit. On the negative side, this creates anomie 
and alienation. On the positive side, it provides more 
choices for people about their social relationships and 
lifestyles. (See pp. 582–586.)

•• Cities themselves are extremely complex meso-level social 
settings that vary in size and operations. (See pp. 585–593.)

•• At the macro level, urban environments must be 
understood as ecosystems that have dense poverty 
and homelessness, major pollution issues, and higher 
crime rates. These are the focus of urban planners, 
who try to use sociological knowledge to plan for a 
better future. (See pp. 596–601.)

Discussion Questions

1. Why is it important for policy makers to understand the 
demographic trends in their nation? Why should you 
be interested in such knowledge? How might it impact 
your understanding of and positions on issues related  
to (a) immigration, (b) education, (c) health care, and 
(d) social security legislation?

2. How many children (if any) do you think you would 
(ideally) like to have? Why? What might make this 
(ideal) number change? 

3. What are some examples of (a) pronatalist and (b) antin-
atalist policies? Do you approve of such policies? Why or 
why not? How might your perspective differ depending 
on the demographics of your particular nation?

4. How is the social status of girls and women related 
to a society’s ability to control population growth? If 

you were a male leader in the government of an over-
crowded nation, why and how might you use this infor-
mation to promote gender equality in your country? 
How might your ideas be perceived differently if you 
were a man or a woman? 

5. What are some of the major reasons people leave their 
country of origin and move to another? Have you ever 
done so? Why? If not, under what circumstances would 
you be willing to leave the country in which you were 
born and move to another?

6. When was the last time you practiced what Erving 
Goffman described as “civil inattention”? Why did you 
do so? What do you think would have happened if you 
did not do so?


