
137Chapter 4.   Socialization: Becoming Human and Humane

Contributing to Our Social World: What Can We Do?

At the Local Levels

In every community, numerous opportunities exist for 
volunteer work helping children from economically and 
otherwise disadvantaged backgrounds to succeed in school. 
Opportunities to help disadvantaged children succeed in 
school include:

•• Tutoring or mentoring in the local schools. Contact an edu-
cation faculty member for information.

•• Volunteering in Head Start centers for poor preschool 
children. See the association’s website at www.nhsa 
.org.

•• Helping in a local Boys and Girls Club that provides social-
ization experiences for children through their teens. 
You can find a club near you by going to www.bgca.org/
whoweare/Pages/FindaClub.aspx. 

•• Taking service learning course credits. Locate the service 
learning office at your college or university to learn 
about service learning programs on your campus that 
help disadvantaged children.

At the National and Global Levels

Literacy is a vital component of socialization, yet remains 
an unmet need in many parts of the world, especially in the 
less-developed countries of Africa and Asia. 

•• World Education provides training and technical assis-
tance in nonformal education in economically disadvan-
taged communities worldwide. Go to the organization’s 
website at www.worlded.org to learn about its wide 
variety of projects and volunteer/work opportunities.

•• CARE International (www.care-international.org) and Save 
the Children (www.savethechildren.org) provide funding 
for families to send children to school and to receive 
specialized training. 

•• Free the Children (www.freethechildren.com), an orga-
nization that empowers young people to help other 
young people, has built more than 650 schools and 
schoolrooms for children in various parts of the world. 

•• UNESCO (the United Nations Educational, Scientific and 
Cultural Organization) promotes literacy around the world 
in many ways. Learn more about its efforts at www.unesco 
.org/new/en/education. Opportunities exist for fund-raising, 
internships, and eventually jobs with these organizations.

Discussion Questions

1.• Cooley’s idea of the “looking-glass self” helps us under-
stand how our perceptions of how other people view 
us can influence how we view ourselves. How has your 
sense of your ability to succeed in college been influ-
enced by the feedback you have processed from those 
around you (particularly teachers, peers, and family 
members)?

2.• Socialization occurs throughout the life cycle. Into what 
role have you been socialized most recently? Who were 
the primary agents of this socialization process? Did you 
find the process relatively easy or difficult? Why?

3.• Sociological studies have shown that middle-class and 
working-class parents tend to socialize their children dif-
ferently. Explain the differences and describe how they 
relate to how you were socialized by your family of origin.

4.• How has your socialization been influenced by television and 
video games? Do you think the extent to which these infor-
mal agents of socialization influence children these days has a 
positive impact or a negative impact on our society? Why?

5.• If you were asked to create a government policy to 
promote positive socialization experiences that would 
strengthen our society, what might you propose? Why? 

•• Although the self is somewhat flexible in adjusting to 
different settings and circumstances, there is also a core 
self that is part of meso-level organizations and institu-
tions in which the self participates. (See p. 120.)

•• The self is modified as it moves through life stages, and 
some of those stages require major resocialization—
shedding old roles and taking on new ones as one enters 
new statuses in life. (See pp. 120–124.)

•• A number of agents of socialization are at work in each 
of our lives, communicating messages that are relevant 

at the micro, meso, or macro level of social life. At 
the meso level, for example, we may receive different 
messages about what it means to be a “good” person 
depending on our ethnic, religious, or social-class sub-
culture. (See pp. 125–132.)

•• Some of these messages may be in conflict with each 
other, as when global messages about tolerance for 
those who are different conflict with a nation’s desire 
to have absolute loyalty and a sense of superiority. (See 
pp. 132–136.)
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